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Are Plastic Christmas Trees

Bad for the

dvent calendars are being

bought, the weather is fright-

ful and the fire is officially delightful
— that's right, it's Christmastime.

Even the biggest grinch you

know should be able to accept

that the run-up to Christmas has
now begun, and with it comes the
time to decorate your Christmas
tree.

But with the pressure on for all
of us to lower our carbon footprint,
is there a right or a wrong type of
Christmas tree to get when it
comes to looking after the environ-
ment?

Are plastic Christmas trees bad
for the planet?

While artificial Christmas trees
are reusable, they’re not recycla-
ble and, as the Carbon Trust has

it, those fake trees have more than
twice the carbon footprint than that
of real trees which end up in land-
fills, and more than ten times the
carbon footprint of the ones which
end up burnt.

This is no small matter, as the
collective carbon footprint of
throwing organic Christmas trees

nhvironment?

in the garbage amounts to approx-
imately 100,000 tonnes of green-
house gases each year.

That means you’'d have to use
your artificial tree for at least 10
Christmases in total if you'd like it
to have a smaller carbon footprint
than a real chopped tree.

Darran Messem, Managing

Director of Certification at the
Carbon Trust, has previously said:
‘A real pine or fir tree naturally
absorbs CO2 and releases oxy-
gen. The best thing you can do at
Christmas is keep a tree alive and
breathing. Disposing of a tree by
composting produces CO2 and
methane.

‘An artificial tree has a higher
carbon footprint than a natural one
because of the energy intensive
production processes involved. By
far the best option is a potted tree
which, with care, can be replanted
after the festive season and re-
used year after year.’

Christmas tree retailer Pines
and Needles recently banned the
sale of fake Christmas trees from
their stores.

Technically, It's Still a White Finland's Christmas

Christmas, Says Environment Canada

It looks like Mother
Nature will not be playing
the role of Scrooge this
Christmas, even though
she showed a lot of prom-
ise in playing an antagonist
through the deep freeze
over the southeast a couple
of weeks back.

Things have warmed up
to friendlier temperatures
than we're used to this time
of year, and it doesn't seem
like the highways will be
getting shelled by snow.

"We are looking at a rel-
atively-quiet weather pat-
tern over the next several
days," said Environment
and Climate  Change
Canada Meteorologist Terri
Laing. "Temperatures will be
staying in and around sea-
sonal values, which is good.
We're kind of out of that
deep freeze. Thirty-year
average highs for this time

of year are around -9 C, and
overnight lows are around -
20 C, so we will be running
above those values."

Laing did mention a few
tips to further ensure it's a
safe trip to and from any
destinations.

"We always ask people
to check the Highway
Hotline before heading
out," she said. "Everyone's
traveling this time of year,
so make sure you know the
highways are good before
you head out. Check the
weather forecast before
you head out as well at the

are headed because the
weather can be a lot differ-
ent from where you're start-
ing from. Make sure you've
got an emergency Kit in
your car as well."

Though there isn't much
for precipitation expected,
and things are warmer than
usual, it does still project to
be a white Christmas -
which is a quantifiable thing.

She said if there are at
least two centimetres of
snow on the ground, it can
technically be called a
‘white Christmas'.

tourism boom creates
headwinds for environment

Santa Claus village on the Arctic Circle is about as
close to a real-life Christmas card scene as it's possible to
get. In search of an authentic Christmas experience record
numbers of holidaymakers are now visiting Finland's north-
ern Lapland region in winter creating headwinds for the
environment. Finland tourism boom faces backlash as the
environmental implications in the vulnerable Arctic region
impacts indigenous Sami people. New tourism records in
Lapland are set every passing winter break, Lapland
tourism is now catching on in lucrative new markets.
Managing Director of
Visit Rovaniemi, Sanna
Karkkainen, said that
different B =
groups have big differ- ggf. N
ences in what activities « % %ﬁ'
they indulge in. "We see big differences in what activities
the different customer groups like to do here. Dog-sledding
and longer hikes are popular with French visitors, for
example, British travellers are especially interested in
snowmobiles, and the Asian tourists are most keen on see-
ing the Northern Lights," said Karkkainen. 'Mass tourism' is
a growing concern for residents, as European visitors
stayed for an all-time high of 3 million nights in 2019.
Heavy emissions are the cost of flying to the arctic.
Scientists have announced that the Arctic is heating up
twice as fast as the global average.
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